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Tompkins County Legislator Nate Shinagawa said today he’s running for the Democratic nomination for Congress in the 23rd Congressional District, a seat now held by Rep. Tom Reed, R-Corning.

The district, under the latest redistricting plan, would include much of the Southern Tier and into Ithaca and through some of the Finger Lakes region. Shinagawa is among several Democrats considering a run for the seat. Leslie Danks Burke, a former New York City lawyer who lives in Ithaca, has also announced plans to run for the seat.

“I first ran for the Tompkins County Legislature to reform government by starting with my own community,” Shinagawa said in a statement. “Over the past six years, I have built a consistent voting record of supporting investment in infrastructure, promoting quality job growth and conserving the natural beauty of our region. I promise to fight for these same issues, essential to Southern Tier residents, while in Washington.”

Reed, a first-term congressman, currently represents a seat that stretches from the Monroe County suburbs and into the Southern Tier. He succeeded disgraced Democratic Rep. Eric Massa, who resigned in 2010.
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